
SHASTA COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Shasta County Office of Education 

 1644 Magnolia Ave. 
Redding, CA  96001  

 
June 10, 2015 

Special Meeting Minutes 
(includes Planning Session and Budget Study Session) 

 
 ADOPTED 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by President MacFarland at 10:03 a.m.   
 
Members Present 
 Diane Gerard (arrived at 11:00 a.m.) 
 Rhonda Hull 
 Sharon Hunter 
 Steve MacFarland, President 
 Laura Manuel 
 William Stegall 
 Gavin Harrell, Student Board Member (departed at 2:40 p.m.) 
 Jacqueline Rank, Student Board Member (arrived at 10:10 a.m./departed at 2:40 p.m.) 
Members Absent 
 Elizabeth “Buffy” Tanner, Vice-President 
Administrators Present 
 Tom Armelino, Shasta County Superintendent of Schools 
 Judy Flores, Assistant Superintendent, Instructional Services 
 Adam Hillman, Associate Superintendent, Administrative Services 
Others Present 
 Robin Beeson, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent (Recording Secretary) 

(NOTE:  The following listed their name and representation on a sign-in sheet, there may have been others in 
attendance.  Those in attendance may have attended only a portion of the meeting.) 
John Husome, Redding STEM/North Woods 
Katie Gillette, Redding STEM/North Woods 
Terry DeArton, Redding STEM/North Woods 
Carol DeArton, Redding STEM/North Woods 
Melissa Manley, Redding STEM/North Woods 
Sandra Butcher, Redding STEM/North Woods 
Heather DeArton, Redding STEM 
Carrie Foster, Redding STEM 
Scott Foster, Redding STEM 
Renee Hanks, Redding STEM 
Edna Dobyns, Redding STEM 
Dee Kyle, Redding STEM 
Greg Totter, RSTEM 
Jeny Askeland, Redding STEM 
Dan Ostrowski, SCOE 



Nicole Faulkner, Redding STEM 
Hope Seth, Redding STEM 
De’An Chambless, SCOE 
Jodie VanOrnum, SCOE 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
President MacFarland led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
ACTION: Board Member Hull moved to approve the Agenda as submitted.  Board Member 

Hunter seconded the motion.  The motion passed by majority vote as follows: 
 
 Shasta County Board of Education 
 AYES:   Hull, Hunter, MacFarland, Manuel, Stegall 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  Gerard, Tanner 
 
 Student Board Members 
 AYES:  Harrell   
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  Rank 
 
4. HEARING OF PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD REGARDING 

ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
There were none. 
  
5. INFORMATION  

5.1. PUBLIC HEARING to Receive Public Comment Regarding Redding STEM 
 Academy Charter Petition Appeal 

President MacFarland opened the Public Hearing at 10:10 a.m. 
 
John Husome introduced himself as the administrator of North Woods Discovery School and the 
proposed Redding STEM Academy.  He shared that Gateway Unified School District denied the 
charter petition on April 29, 2015 resulting in it being submitted to the County Board for their 
review.  A PowerPoint was shared and a handout with slides from the presentation was provided to 
the Board along with a promotional brochure for the Redding STEM Academy. The philosophy of 
the Redding STEM Academy and videos on why STEM is important and the Project Lead the Way 
curriculum that is being considered along with blended learning currently in place at North Woods 
Discovery School was reviewed.  A before school intervention program is in place with plans to 
further implement cross age mentors, fields trips will continue, and  Common Core textbooks are 
being considered.  A daily schedule was reviewed that includes minimum days and professional 
development.  Mr. Husome shared that plans include the Redding STEM Academy leasing a 
portion of the Oasis Community School campus from the County Office, improvements include 
adding a playground. 



Enrichment and extensions include art, field trips, sports, and before/after school enrichment.  The 
budget, current ADA, and projected enrollment were reviewed.  Data from a survey that was 
distributed to the community reflects strong interest in the proposed Redding STEM Academy. 
  
Mr. Husome shared the original plan was to fully discontinue the operation of the North Woods 
Discovery School located at a school campus in the Gateway Unified School District located in 
Mountain Gate, however, they may continue with a small group of students at the current site to 
meet obligations they have with the district.   All assets purchased by North Woods which is a non-
profit can be donated to another non-profit organization which would be the Redding STEM 
Academy. 
 
Amanda Kefer parent shared that her 7th grader did amazingly well at North Woods and is looking 
forward to having her Kindergartener attend there next year.  She stated that she is employed by 
Shasta Head Start and explained how North Woods provides opportunities for Kindergarteners to 
be successful and that Redding STEM would be a bridge for the County Office’s work with the 
North State STEM and could draw positive attention to the north state.  
 
Hope Seth addressed the Board and indicated she is employed by the Shasta Economic 
Development Corporation and worked with Chris Dell on the STEM Career Day.  She shared that 
the average wage in Shasta County is $15 per hour and that providing STEM skills to students will 
increase opportunities for them qualifying them for higher paying jobs.  Ms. Seth has an eight and 
five year old who she is planning to send to the Redding STEM Academy as she feels the school 
will provide them STEM opportunities that will keep their interest.  
 
Nicole Faulkner shared that she has three children at North Woods and feels that introducing 
STEM at a young age is important.   
 
Judy Cassidy reported she has volunteered at North Woods for ten years and is also on the Board.  
Her son attended North Woods and she continues to provide support for the staff.  She sees the 
program as a benefit for students and the atmosphere at the school has kept her volunteering.  Ms. 
Cassidy shared that she has seen Mr. Husome implement changes to the curriculum that has 
increased student test scores and noted that Redding STEM is the next step to continuing to 
implement improvements. She commended Mr. Husome for his work with the budget.   
 
The Board commented that the STEM acronym has a lot of stimulus to it for marketing and 
inquired what would be changed from North Woods to the Redding STEM Academy.  Mr. 
Husome indicated there will be lots of changes including integrating their science and math into 
STEM and teachers attending STEM training over the summer.   
 
The Board also inquired in regards to the difference in the philosophy from North Woods to 
Redding STEM.  Mr. Husome shared that he has been at North Woods since it started with just 
two teachers who offered a variety of subjects and programs, but did not have a focus.  The focus 
was narrowed to science and math, engineering and technology will now be included.  Mr. 
Husome explained how history and English will be integrated with STEM as well. 
 



Superintendent Armelino informed the Board that the Redding STEM Academy Charter Petition 
was originally submitted to the Gateway Unified School District Board who reviewed the petition 
and denied it as they did not feel it met the criteria to be a charter.  It is now being submitted to the 
County Board as an appeal for their consideration.  He explained that the County Board does not 
have the ability to change Gateway’s decision, but rather they conduct a secondary review of the 
petition.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to allow the Board to hear input from the public and 
the charter petitioner.   
  
Further explanation was provided by Superintendent Armelino that the Redding STEM Charter 
Petition is being reviewed by County Office staff.  In addition, legal counsel is reviewing the 
petition as well.  Staff findings will be submitted to legal counsel to formulate a recommendation 
for the Board to take action on at their meeting on June 24, 2015.   The Board will either grant the 
appeal indicating the criteria to be a charter has been met; they then become the sponsor of the 
charter.  Another option is for the Board to do a conditional approval which would require Mr. 
Husome to provide additional information to determine if the criteria to be a charter can be met.  If 
denied, Mr. Husome can either let it go or send it to the State Board of Education for 
consideration.  The State then reviews and makes a decision after their own review.  If the State 
does not approve the process it is done, if approved, they can decide if they want to be the sponsor 
of the charter, or if it goes to the County Board to be the sponsor.   
 
Mr. Husome thanked the Board for the opportunity to present and consider the Redding STEM 
Academy Charter Petition Appeal. Hearing no further comments, President MacFarland closed the 
Public Hearing at 11:02 a.m. 
              
 
President MacFarland presented Student Board Member Rank with a framed certificate 
acknowledging her for her serve on the Board.  Student Board Member Rank apologized for not 
making the last meeting and explained that she had a final in one of her college classes.  She 
thanked the Board for the opportunity to serve as a Student Board Member which helped her to 
learn about local and state government control and public relations noting she learned a lot. 
 
Superintendent Armelino reported that the County Office Student Board Member appointed by 
administration has notified his office that she is returning to her district of residence.  As a result, 
the District Student Board Member who was selected as an alternate will be contacted to see if 
they are interested in filling the vacancy.   
              
 
6. PLANNING SESSION 

6.1. Student Benefit Fund Mini-Grant – STEM Center Design Update 
Superintendent Armelino reminded the Board that they approved several mini-grants in the fall, 
one provided funds for the formation of a research and design team lead by Chris Dell, Director of 
STEM Education, that includes members from various backgrounds to look into the development 
of a STEM Center. The committee started out by visiting the current Schreder Planetarium to see if 
it could be utilized as a STEM Center and it was determined the space is not adequate.  
Conversations have also taken place between the County Office and Turtle Bay Exploration Park 
to discuss partnership possibilities.   



 
The funding provided by the mini-grant allowed the research and design team to visit four different 
institutions to get ideas for a STEM Center.  The information was presented to Nichols, Melburg & 
Rossetto Architects and Engineers who put together an architectural design pro bono as their firm 
would like to see a facility that could provide training locally in engineering.  The proposed 
building design they presented includes a planetarium, classrooms, lending library/resource center, 
and maker space.  An overview was provided of programs that could be offered in each area.  It 
was noted that the location for the building shown in the agenda packet near Turtle Bay and the 
Civic Auditorium off Highway 44 is proposed and should not be considered the final location as 
the proposed building could be located elsewhere.  Superintendent Armelino reported that while a 
partnership with Turtle Bay could help, if it does not happen, the County Office would still move 
forward with the development of a STEM Center.   
 
Director Dell reported that a meeting was held on May 28, 2015 that included representatives from 
the County Office, Simpson University, Shasta College, and Turtle Bay Exploration Park to 
explore interest in developing a partnership that would gain support from the community and for 
funding purposes; all in attendance expressed interest. 
 
Discussion took place regarding how a STEM Center would be an asset to the community.  
Concern was expressed regarding the cost to build a new building and it was suggested that an 
existing building be considered and remodeled as a cost saving measure.   
 
Options for the County Office in regards to the current Schreder Planetarium were discussed. He 
suggested taking more time to further explore space at the Shasta Builder’s Exchange building and 
vacant lot the County Office is in the process of purchasing to see if part of the space can be 
utilized for a STEM Center.   
 
Superintendent Armelino suggested the Board allow staff additional time to do more research, 
have conversations with potential partners, and look at options; December was recommended as a 
timeline.  In the meantime, an update on the STEM Center concept can be given at the August 
2015 Board Planning Session.  The Board expressed their interest in the ideas presented for a 
STEM Center including curriculum kits offered through a lending library and a mobile unit to take 
resources to schools.  Superintendent Armelino also suggested current conversations with Turtle 
Bay to build a STEM Center be allowed to continue.   
 
Discussion took place regarding how to proceed with the current Planetarium. Superintendent 
Armelino stated the Board designated $40,000 to assist with the continued operation with the 
dilapidating equipment and noted that consideration needs to be given on how to address the public 
should the equipment fail.   
 
Superintendent Armelino summarized his understanding of the Board’s direction to be to continue 
with the Planetarium as is, Director’s Dell and Ostrowski will work together to develop plans for a 
transitional area for a STEM Center, and the budget will be reviewed.  He added that conversations 
will continue with Turtle Bay to keep options open. 
 
 



7. INFORMATION 
7.1. Proposed Local Control Accountability Plan 

Jodie VanOrnum, Director of Special Programs, referred to the LCAP document included in the 
agenda packet and reviewed efforts put forth to engage stakeholders in the development of the 
LCAP.  An overview of the goals and how expected annual measurable outcomes will be met was 
provided.  It was noted that the goals are tied to the budget and positions to make them happen. 
Director VanOrnum shared that the Public Hearing scheduled to follow her presentation is required 
prior to the approval of the LCAP which is scheduled for the June 24, 2015 Board meeting.  
 
Judy Flores, Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services, shared that while the LCAP covers 
a three year span an annual update is required to determine progress and review how funds were 
utilized.  Meetings with stakeholders are held throughout the year to provide updates and get input.  
It was noted that due to changes in Alternative Education, the LCAP update provided in the agenda 
packet includes some significant changes.  As Independent Study will be moving to a charter 
model, they will have their own LCAP that will be presented to the Board separately of the 
Alternative Education LCAP next year. 
 

7.2. PUBLIC HEARING to Receive Public Comment Regarding the Proposed Local 
 Control Accountability Plan (LCAP)  In addition to verbal comments made at the Public Hearing 
 on the LCAP, written comments can be submitted to:  Tom Armelino, Shasta County Superintendent of Schools at 
 1644 Magnolia Ave., Redding, CA  96001 and will be considered in any revisions to the LCAP if received by 
 4:00 p.m. on June 15, 2015.  The proposed LCAP is available for public inspection at www.shastacoe.org or at 
 the address provided for written comments.   

President MacFarland opened the Public Hearing at 12:36 p.m. Hearing no comments the Public 
Hearing was closed at 12:37 p.m. 
 
8. BUDGET STUDY SESSION 

8.1. Proposed 2015/16 Budget   
Adam Hillman, Associate Superintendent of Administrative Services, provided a handout of a 
PowerPoint that was shared with the Board.  A May Revise update was shared which includes 
increased funding as a result of various factors.  Items not addressed in the May Revise are STRS 
and PERS rate increases, repeal of reserve cap for districts, and funding for early childhood 
programs.   
 
Proposition 30 tax components were discussed and the upcoming expiration date which will result 
in a reduction of $8 billion annually.  A forecast of implications for education, 2014/15 SCOE 
budget update, 2015/16 key budget assumption for revenues and expenditures, along with 
proposed ADA were reviewed.  General fund revenue sources include Local Control Funding 
Formula, federal, state, and local revenues.  A review of the general fund expenditure summary for 
unrestricted and restricted programs was provided.   The 2015/16 general fund budget summary, 
estimated ending fund balance, and charter fund budget summary were provided.  It was noted that 
the newly created Independent Study charter requires a separate budget.  Key changes resulting 
from restructuring of Early Childhood Services and the 2015/16 proposed budget for ECS were 
discussed.  Other funds including pass throughs were reviewed.   
 
An overview of multiyear projection key assumptions and STRS and PERS rate increases for five 
years out was provided.  It was noted that STRS members have out-of-pocket contributions in 

http://www.shastacoe.org/


addition to rate increases imposed on county offices and districts.  Next steps include budgeting 
strategies that will be put in place to meet SRTS and PERS increases and the budget approval 
process were discussed.   
 
Board Member Hunter requested historical information for expenditures.  Superintendent 
Armelino discussed how the County Office and districts have lost quality staff members to districts 
who pay more.  He indicated that information on increases districts have given to staff will be 
shared with the Board. 
 
Associate Superintendent Hillman concluded by telling the Board to feel free to contact him, 
Superintendent Armelino, or Director Chambless with any questions they may have.   
 

8.2. PUBLIC HEARING to Receive Public Comment Regarding the Proposed 2015/16 
 Budget  

President MacFarland opened the Public Hearing at 2:24 p.m.  Hearing no comments, the Public 
Hearing was closed at 2:25 p.m.  
 
9. ACTION 

9.1. Ratification of Agreement for Purchase and Sale of Real Property and Joint Escrow 
 Instructions Between Shasta Builders Exchange and Shasta County Office of 
 Education 

 Property:  2985 Innsbruck Dr., Redding, CA  96003; APN 109-330-023-000 (building/land) 
 Property:  2980 Innsbruck Dr., Redding, CA  96003; APN 109-330-002-000 (secondary land) 

Associate Superintendent Hillman reported that legal counsel has advised that the Board needs to 
ratify the purchase agreement.  He indicated the unsigned copy was included in the agenda packet 
and that he now has the fully executed document.  Escrow is scheduled to close on June 30, 2015. 
 
ACTION: Board Member Hull moved to approve item 9.1 as submitted.  Board Member 

Stegall seconded the motion.  The motion passed by majority vote as follows: 
 
 Shasta County Board of Education 
 AYES:  Gerard, Hull, Hunter, MacFarland, Manuel, Stegall 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  Tanner 
 
 Student Board Members 
 AYES:  Harrell, Rank 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10. DISCUSSION 
Closed Session 

10.1. Pursuant to Government Code 54956.8, the Board will meet in closed session for the 
 following: 
 CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
 Property:  5080 Caterpillar Rd., Redding, CA  96003 
 Agency Negotiator:  Tom Armelino, Adam Hillman, Dan Ostrowski 
 Negotiating Parties:  Shasta County Office of Education and WW Grainger, Inc. 
 Under Negotiation:  Terms and Payment 

Open Session 
10.2. Report of Action Taken in Closed Session 

Board President MacFarland stated there was no reportable action taken.   
 
11. OTHER COMMENTS 
President MacFarland shared that Richard Gallardo submitted a request to have an action item 
placed on the June 24, 2015 Board and read the response that will be sent to him denying his 
request as it was too general. The letter offered for him to provide specifics to Superintendent 
Armelino for follow-up. 
 
Board Member Hull shared of her experiences at graduations she attended. 
 
Board Member Hunter shared that she attended a Mental Health Faire where students from 
Anderson New Technology did a presentation that she was impressed with and indicated she’d like 
to have them give the ten minute presentation to the Board.  Superintendent Armelino indicated 
that Conde Kunzman, SELPA Director, and Kings View staff could do a presentation on Mental 
Health services available to districts. 
 
Board Member Gerard shared that she is proud to see Superintendent Armelino featured as the new 
ACSA President on the EdCal newsletter. 
 
12. SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
There were none. 
 
13. NEXT MEETING – June 24, 2015, 1:30 p.m. at Shasta County Office of Education, 1644 
Magnolia Ave., Redding, CA  96001 
 
14. ADJOURN 
President MacFarland adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Tom Armelino, Shasta County Superintendent of Schools 
     Ex-Officio Secretary to the Board 
 


