
SHASTA COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Shasta County Office of Education 

1644 Magnolia Ave. 
Redding, CA  96001  

 
January 13, 2016 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

 ADOPTED 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by President Tanner at 1:31 p.m.   
 
Members Present 
 Diane Gerard (departed at 4:30 p.m.) 
 Rhonda Hull 
 Sharon Hunter (arrived 1:55 p.m.) 
 Steve MacFarland 
 Laura Manuel 
 Elizabeth “Buffy” Tanner, President 
 Luke Ackerman, Student Board Member 
 Parker Harrell, Student Board Member 
Members Absent 
 William Stegall, Vice-President 
Administrators Present 
 Tom Armelino, Shasta County Superintendent of Schools 
 Judy Flores, Assistant Superintendent, Instructional Services 
 Adam Hillman, Associate Superintendent, Administrative Services 
Others Present 
 Robin Beeson, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent (Recording Secretary) 

(NOTE:  The following listed their name and representation on a sign-in sheet, there may have been others in 
attendance.  Those in attendance may have attended only a portion of the meeting.) 
Richard S. Grace, Public 
Joe Hicks, Public 
Michelle Larsen, ECS 
Tari Elam, Public 
Patti Hemenway, Public 
Jennifer Baker, SCOE 
Vicki Smith, SCOE 
Kathy Barry, SCOE 
Jodi Retzloff, STEM 
John Husome, STEM 
Dan Ostrowski, SCOE 
Sharri Tenette, Parent 
Marilyn Trougott, Public 
Star Alfaro, Public 
Matt Dauson, Public 

 



2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Student Board Member Harrell led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA  
 
ACTION: Board Member MacFarland moved to approve the Regular Agenda as submitted. 

Board Member Hull seconded the motion.  The motion passed by majority as 
follows: 

 
 Shasta County Board of Education 
 AYES:   Gerard, Hull, MacFarland, Manuel, Tanner 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  Hunter, Stegall 
 
 Student Board Members 
 AYES:  Ackerman, Harrell 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  None 

 
4. STUDENT PRESENTATION  

4.1. Early Childhood Services  
President Tanner shared that she was informed that the students who were scheduled to perform 
are unable to attend. 
 
5. HEARING OF PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD  
President Tanner referred to item number five on the back of the agenda and provided an overview 
of procedures and timelines for addressing the Board.  She asked those interested in addressing the 
Board to complete a Speaker Card if they had not already done so.  It was noted that while there is 
not an item on the agenda regarding the Schreder Planetarium, the Board is aware that there are 
members of the public who would like to address the Board regarding the topic.   
 
It was stated that the Board and County Office staff are aware there is a Facebook page identified 
to save the Planetarium; it was noted some of the information posted is not fully up-to-date.  
Superintendent Armelino indicated as the Planetarium is not an item listed on the agenda, respect 
has to be given to Brown Act procedures and shared that a Schreder Planetarium Fact Sheet is 
available on the table near the door of the Board Room for those interested.   
 
Nate Fairchild, Science Coordinator for the County Office, was introduced.  He shared that the 
County Office also has a Facebook page for the Planetarium and indicated information on the fact 
sheet referred to by Superintendent Armelino is posted there.  It was noted the Board and County 
Office have an interest in keeping the public informed with accurate information. 
 
 
 



President Tanner called upon the following who completed Speaker Cards:  
 
Danna Harvey stated she is in attendance on behalf of students that heard about the possibility of 
the Planetarium closing.  She shared that her third grade class from Grant attended the Planetarium 
earlier in the day and delivered letters expressing their thoughts and concerns.  Ms. Harvey 
indicated the Planetarium inspires students and the public enjoys it as well, it is a part of local 
history.  She also expressed that it is important to keep sight that the facility is a resource for kids 
and implored the Board to put deep thought into keeping the Planetarium open as it is important.  
Superintendent Armelino inquired of Ms. Harvey if she brings her class to the Planetarium every 
year; she replied that the third grade class from her school comes each year.  Ms. Harvey added 
she feels if others knew there are 17 programs available, they would come as well.  Superintendent 
Armelino asked if she would still bring students if the cost was increased.  Ms. Harvey replied it 
would be harder, but she felt it could be worked out and suggested incorporating STEM. 
 
Joe Hicks indicated he heard about the possibility of the Planetarium closing and dropped 
everything to come to the Board meeting.  He shared that he remembers the Planetarium from 
when he was in school and that he brought his children through home school noting he was 
surprised it had not changed.  Mr. Hicks stated the Planetarium is a landmark; he does not see how 
it could be let go as it’s all about the kids and suggested that the community would support a fund 
raiser.   
 
Richard Grace stated he is in attendance to represent the public noting he is also a part-time 
employee of the district and last week worked in the Planetarium as a substitute custodian.  In 
addition, he attended the Planetarium while in kindergarten and recently attended a public show.  
Mr. Grace commented it was an inspiring experience where you can travel to another world and 
see the stars traveling around you.  He added that programs like the Planetarium allow students to 
learn outside of a book and expressed that loosing something as amazing as the Planetarium would 
be a hindrance to society. 
 
Marilyn Trougott stated that anyone who has been to the Planetarium knows it’s magical and that 
to lose it would be a shame.  She noted museums have volunteer docents and suggested the 
Planetarium could get volunteers to help run it; she offered to volunteer.  Ms. Trougott indicated 
she did not realize the Planetarium is open to the public and suggested it could have a huge draw.     
Joe Hicks commented that upgrades and more advertising could make the Planetarium a new 
experience. 
 
Superintendent Armelino indicated the struggle is if $400,000 was spent on new equipment for the 
Planetarium and $45,000 per year for part-time staff to operate it, $29 per person would have to be 
charged to break even.  The current charge to attend the Planetarium is $7 per person; the true cost 
with current staffing and equipment is $17 per person.  Superintendent Armelino noted the price 
has been kept low to encourage attendance; the more people who attend the more monies are lost. 
If the costs to operate the Planetarium were to be met, the price to attend would need to be raised. 
 
 
 
 



The following addressed the Board: 
 
Richards Sands reported that he has not been to the Planetarium; his wife told him of its existence.  
He shared that he was raised in LA and indicated when driving by the Planetarium it is 
uninspiring.  Mr. Sands indicted information provided does not show money for marketing and 
that schools and the public need to be motivated to attend something like the Planetarium.   
 
Star Alfaro shared that she grew up on the wrong side of the tracks in Redding and her mom did 
not drive.  She indicated the Planetarium was a place for her to come and escape; she is excited to 
have her own family and plans on bringing her children up differently than she was.  Her son is 
three and she can’t wait to bring him to the Planetarium.  Ms. Alfaro indicated she feels there is 
something worth the discussion and suggested social media is a way to capitalize on marketing; if 
more people know about the Planetarium they would be willing to give.   
 
Beverly Sands indicated she attended school at the Magnolia building in the 40’s; she moved away 
and upon returning to Redding she was inspired that a small sized community could have a 
resource such as the Planetarium.  Ms. Sands shared that she has children and grandchildren who 
have attended the Planetarium and hopes they can continue to visit the educational institution. 
 
Matt Davison reported that he lived in Redding off and on the past 30 years; he went to the 
Planetarium in 1979 when it was first put in place and sees it as a great resource for inspiring 
students.  He suggested if you look at school as a learning factory; the Planetarium is a learning 
forge that provides an opportunity of passion for educators to share.  Mr. Davison stated the 
planetarium in Chico has a small dome; the facility in Redding is nice and should be utilized more 
regardless the condition of the equipment.  He indicated the Planetarium should be kept as a tool 
for allowing inspiration.  Mr. Davison concluded with explaining the geocentric theory. 
 
Patty Hemingway indicated she is a retired teacher who taught preschool for the County Office.  
When she was located at the Magnolia site she brought students over every year and they were 
always excited. She shared that last year she had a student who did not like school much and only 
wanted to play outside.  When he attended the Planetarium he got inspired and asked his mom to 
look stuff up on the computer and drew pictures of space while at school.  Ms. Hemingway 
commented that the rural area lacks science education and that the Planetarium is a resource.  She 
suggested grants be written and skills utilized by staff to find funds for other purposes be used to 
find funds for the Planetarium.  
 
President Tanner thanked those who attended and shared their concerns and ideas.  She indicated 
no one necessarily wants to close the Planetarium and that the Board, as part of the budget process, 
will be looking at all programs operated by the County Office to determine the best way to spend 
funds and serve students.  President Tanner noted the process is similar to a personal budget where 
priorities have to be set to determine where funds need to be utilized.  She indicated that volunteer 
docents, fund raising, and all the suggestions provided are good ideas and thanked all for their 
input. 
 
 
 



6. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  
6.1. Board: 

6.1.1. November 18, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 
6.1.2. December 9, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 

6.2. Administrative Services: 
6.2.1. Credentials and Oaths for Temporary Certificates  
6.2.2. Proposed Revisions to Administrative Regulation 3311 – Business and 

 Noninstructional Operations – Bids  
6.3. Instructional Services: 

6.3.1. Proposed Revisions to Administrative Regulation 5112.2 – Students – 
 Exclusions from Attendance  

 
Board Member Manuel requested to pull item 6.1.1.  President Tanner requested to pull item 6.2.2.   
 
For item 6.1.1, Board Member Manuel suggested removing the “Special Note” from the minutes 
on page 12 of the agenda packet as what was stated is something that happened after that particular 
meeting took place.  Superintendent Armelino explained that the minutes from the November 18, 
2015 meeting would have normally gone on the December 9, 2015 agenda; however, due to 
holidays and staff vacations they were not completed in time and did not get included on the prior 
agenda.  He added the “Special Note” was unusual and was included for clarification.  
 
ACTION: Board Member Manuel moved to remove the “Special Note” from the November 

18, 2015 minutes and approve item 6.1.1.  Board Member Gerard seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved by majority vote as follows: 

 
 Shasta County Board of Education 
 AYES:  Gerard, Hull, Hunter, MacFarland, Manuel, Tanner 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  Stegall 
 
 Student Board Members 
 AYES:  Ackerman, Harrell 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
President Tanner referred to page 27 of the agenda packet for item 6.2.2 and stated the proposed 
Administrative Regulation 3311 references a 4/5 vote in three different places and questioned how 
the Board could have a 4/5 vote when they are a seven member Board.  Dan Ostrowski, Executive 
Director of Facilities, Maintenance and Operations and Information Technology, replied that the 
policy is based on California Public Contract Code and it requires a 4/5 vote which would apply to 
a five member Board opposed to a seven member Board.  He noted legal counsel has been 
contacted to provide clarification; the policy will be brought back when a response is received. 
  
 



ACTION: Board Member Hunter moved to approve the Consent Agenda minus agenda 
items 6.1.1 and 6.2.2.  Board Member Hull seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed by majority vote as follows: 

 
 Shasta County Board of Education 
 AYES:  Gerard, Hull, Hunter, MacFarland, Manuel, Tanner 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  Stegall 
 
 Student Board Members 
 AYES:  Ackerman, Harrell 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
7. INFORMATION  
Materials were provided in the Board Agenda packet for the following Information items, no 
discussion took place during the Board meeting unless otherwise noted below. 

7.1. Administrative Services: 
7.1.1. General Fund Board Report 
7.1.2. Chrysalis Charter School 2014/15 Audit Report 
7.1.3. Chrysalis Charter School 2015/16 First Interim Budget  

 
8. STUDENT PROGRAM UPDATE 

8.1. Early Childhood Services – Health and Nutrition Services  
Judy Flores, Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services, introduced Michelle Larsen, 
Director of Health and Nutrition Services, who reported that thorough information on the program 
is included in the Board agenda packet.  She shared a PowerPoint providing an overview on 
programs that include Red Cross Training, Nutrition Education Obesity Prevention, and after 
school suppers.  Criteria that qualifies schools to participate in the various programs was reviewed.   
Discussion took place regarding after school supper programs.  It was explained that some schools 
do not participate as they do not have the capacity to store the additional food items or for other 
similar reasons.   
 
9. DISCUSSION                                    

9.1. Administrative Services:   
9.1.1. Redding STEM Academy 2015/16 First Interim Budget  

John Husome, Principal of Redding STEM Academy, introduced Jodi Retzloff who works with 
Delta Managed Solutions, Inc. and does the charter schools budget included in the agenda packet.  
Adam Hillman, Associate Superintendent of Administrative Services, stated that De’An 
Chambless, Executive Director of Business Services, has given her seal of approval on the budget.  
 
Principal Husome shared that he has sent out a survey to parents to help determine the level of 
satisfaction with the new charter school; the results will be shared with the Board when they are 
available.  He noted the biggest challenge has been no playground.  All are happy with the 



classrooms and overall things are going well at the new facility.  Current enrollment is 
approximately 220, projected was 180-190.  The old North Woods campus has eight students with 
three full-time staff; the campus will be closed at the end of the school year when the obligation 
with Gateway District has been fulfilled. 
 

9.1.2. Shasta County Office of Education 2014/15 Audit Report 
Associate Superintendent Hillman reported that he and Executive Director Chambless have 
reviewed the audit findings and noted it is a clean audit with no huge adjustments.  One area that is 
different than years past is that PERS and STRS underfunding is addressed. 
 
Board Member Hunter referred to page 114 where it states the County Office spent $3 million in 
capital outlay and noted the purchase of the new Professional Development Center (PDC) was 
only $1.3 million.  In addition, page 121 indicates a vacant lot was purchase for $240,000.  
Associate Superintendent Hillman replied that the $3 million figure includes other capital outlay 
projects and that the lot on Innsbruck Dr. across from the PDC was $65,000; he will ask Executive 
Director Chambless to look into the information further that was included in the report. 
 
10. RECOGNITION     

10.1. Board Members for Service on Shasta County Board of Education 
Superintendent Armelino presented Board Member MacFarland an award recognizing his service 
the past two years as Board President. Board Members expressed their appreciation toward Board 
Member MacFarland for his good work and dedication.  Board Member Hull was presented a pin 
acknowledging her ten years of service on the Board.  As Board Member Stegall was absent, his 
15 year service pin will be presented to him at a future meeting.  Cake was served honoring all 
Board Members for their service. 
 
11. PROGRAM PRESENTATION 

11.1. Reach Higher Shasta K-3 Reading Data 
Judy Flores, Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services, reported that the County Office 
has been a part of Reach Higher Shasta since January 2011 when it first started.  She noted 
Jennifer Baker, Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction, has taken the co-lead of the K-8 
Subcommittee along with Rob Adams from the Redding Elementary School District.   
 
Executive Director Baker shared a PowerPoint with data from a common assessment that was 
given county-wide to K-3 students.  She noted the committee feels the Kindergarten data is skewed 
and is looking for a different assessment.  It was noted statistics show reading is low in all grades 
county-wide.  Students are learning and moving up in grades levels, but their reading remains low.  
Comment was made that less than 50% of K-8 students read at grade level and they are not 
catching up.   
 
Assistant Superintendent Flores reported that the data from the last three years was shared with the 
K-8 Subcommittee who is looking at ways to make improvements. She noted there is an agreement 
in place with local school districts that allows the data to be shared only at a county level.  An 
updated agreement will be sent to districts that will allow the data to be disaggregated for 
individual districts.  
 



The County Office applied for a K-2 Gates grant that was not originally funded.  Through the 
Gates Foundation Planning Grant, an invitation was extended to attend trainings offered by the 
Carnegie Foundation where data is shared.  A team from Shasta County attended the training 
which is an improvement community network and based on the K-2 data for Shasta County, they 
were encouraged to ask for assistance even though the grant was not approved.  Assistance was 
granted as the Carnegie Foundation trainings showed that the low scores are a result of the system 
in place and in order to get different results the system needs to change. Grant implementation will 
include concerted efforts given to K-2 with a smaller learning improvement network implemented 
for grades 3-5 and 6-8.  It was noted the Carnegie Foundation is about creating networks and 
working together; they are working on partnerships for Shasta County. 
 
Superintendent Armelino discussed various system problems and ways to fix them including a 
coaching model.  He added that Shasta County has a high number of students with trauma which 
impacts their learning. It was noted the recent Bruce Perry presentation identified trauma 
problems, but not strategies for fixing.  Superintendent Armelino indicated there are plans to 
provide additional training to include strategies to help students who have experienced trauma.   
 
12. STUDENT BOARD MEMBER REPORT 

• Luke Ackerman, Anderson New Technology High School 
As Student Board Member Ackerman was not at the last meeting he reported on activities that took 
place in December that included fund raisers to help families in need during the holidays. 
Currently seniors are working on Project Citizen assignments.  A couple New Tech students are 
doing sports at Anderson High School.  The Board commented this is a big endeavor as students at 
the charter school were not originally allowed to participate in sports at other high school 
campuses in the district.  Student Board Member Ackerman concluded by sharing that he has 
applied to UCLA, UC Davis, CSU Long Beach, and San Luis Obispo.  He will probably go to 
CSU Long Beach as he is likely to receive a Presidential full-ride scholarship.   
 
 Parker Harrell, Central Valley High School 

Student Board Member Harrell shared that he returned to school last week following a much 
needed Winter Break noting he did not have much of a break over summer as he attended summer 
school at Harvard University.  He noted that clubs at his school are working diligently on 
upcoming events which include the Multi-Cultural event scheduled for the last Saturday in 
February; the date and additional details will be provided at the next meeting.  An update was 
provided on sports activities. Student Board Member Harrell shared that he was contacted by the 
California Association of School Councils (CASC) asking him to step in as the President of 
Region 1; he is working on his application and also looking forward to attending the SABLE 
conference in February. 
 
13. BOARD BUSINESS 

13.1. Report from CSBA Conference Attendees 
Board Members MacFarland and Manuel reported on various sessions they attended and noted it 
was a good conference.  They and Superintendent Armelino provided an overview of the keynote 
presentations.  It was noted one of the highlights was being able to spend time with one another.  
Board Member MacFarland and Manuel expressed their appreciation for being able to attend the 



conference and encouraged others to attend in the future.  The December 2016 CSBA Annual 
Conference will be held in San Francisco. 
 

13.2. Board Comments/Discussion/Reports/Correspondence 
Superintendent Armelino passed to the Board for review, the letters from Grant School students 
regarding the Planetarium that were mentioned previously in the meeting.  
 
Board Member Hunter requested additional information on the new law that allows people with 
concealed weapon permits to carry a weapon on school campuses.  Superintendent Armelino 
indicated he shared information with the Board previously and there is nothing new other than the 
Anderson Union High School District Board approving a policy that anyone with a concealed 
weapon permit can carry a weapon on their campuses.  He added that the law requires if a school 
district is going to allow people with a concealed weapon permit to carry a weapon on campus, 
they must have a policy in place that identifies who they are which Anderson Union High School 
District has done.  Associate Superintendent Hillman reported that the Shasta-Trinity Schools 
Insurance Group has determined if a member district allows people with permits to carry 
concealed weapons on their campuses, if an incident were to occur, the district would be liable for 
the first $150,000, after that insurance will cover additional expenses. Discussion took place 
regarding pros and cons of having a policy in place; if no policy is in place then a person with a 
concealed weapon permit cannot carry their weapon on a school campus.  Superintendent 
Armelino indicated he will keep the Board updated on this topic. 
 
14. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

14.1. Goal #1 (Reach Higher Shasta) Update 
Assistant Superintendent Flores reported that team members from Shasta County who have been 
attending the Carnegie Foundation trainings are identified in the information included in the 
agenda packet. She added that Brien McCall, retired Shasta County school administrator, has been 
hired as the Reach Higher Shasta (RHS) Coordinator.  He will attend all the Carnegie Foundation 
trainings and share information with the various RHS committees.   
 
Assistant Superintendent Flores indicated another part of the Gates Foundation grant pertains to 
high school counselors. A committee of four co-leads has been formed, they meet regularly and 
have been identified as the decision making group.  A structure and areas to pursue with funds that 
will come from the implementation grant have been determined.  The Gates Foundation has 
partnered Shasta County with Riverside County Office of Education, their counselor trainings have 
been observed.  The committee has been working with Board Member Tanner through her 
employer, College OPTIONS, who has provided counselors in the past with grants which have 
concluded to see what they provided that worked and can be carried on.  
 
Superintendent Armelino shared that the Postsecondary committee recently met.  They discussed 
SAT tests along with the pros to taking the old test and the new test, if possible, and how students 
need to be made aware of test options and dates.  In addition, the colleges/universities are 
collecting data that refers directly to the students in Shasta County.  Once collected, the last three 
years can be compared to see if efforts are working. 
 
It was noted the County Office has representatives on the RHS Executive Committee and all seven 
committees. 



14.2. Board Bylaws Identifying What Constitutes a Quorum/Majority Vote of the Board 
Superintendent Armelino referred to page 224 of the agenda packet and reminded the Board that 
they have a bylaw in place that requires all Board actions to have a minimum of four positive votes 
for an action item to carry even if not all Board Members are in attendance at the meeting.   
 

14.3. Other Comments 
NCLB School Ranking List - Superintendent Armelino reported on a school ranking list that was 
recently released as a requirement of NCLB that identified schools in the bottom 1,000. It included 
schools in Shasta County that did not know they were on the list. The schools were ranked on API 
scores from 2013. 
 
State-wide Lawsuits - Superintendent Armelino provided on update on the Vergara lawsuit 
pertaining to teacher tenure which is at the Supreme Court and Friedrichs versus CTA where 
teachers from the LA area claimed that their union dues were used to support political acts that 
individuals did not agree with.   
The Board will be kept updated on these lawsuits. 
 
League of Women Voters Event - Board Member Gerard announced that the League of Women 
Voters is putting on an event at 7:30 p.m. this evening at the McConnell Foundation on how the 
media influences politics and invited those in attendance to attend. 
 
Educational Reporter - It was shared that Alayna Shulman is the new educational reporter for the 
Record Searchlight.   
 
March Board Planning Session - Superintendent Armelino reported that a facilitator will be 
brought in for the March 23, 2016 Board Planning Session to assist the Board with identifying 
areas of need and interest and then prioritizing for budgeting purposes.   
 
15. SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
There were none.  
 
16. REMINDERS/UPCOMING EVENTS 
• January 26, 2016, 3:00-4:30 p.m. – Alternative Education Collaborative Forum in Aspen Room at SCOE 
 
17. NEXT MEETING – February 10, 2016, 1:30 p.m. at Shasta County Office of Education, 1644 
Magnolia Ave., Redding, CA  96001 
 
18. ADJOURN 
President Tanner adjourned the meeting at 4:36 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Tom Armelino, Shasta County Superintendent of Schools 
     Ex-Officio Secretary to the Board 
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