
SHASTA COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Shasta County Office of Education 

1644 Magnolia Ave. 
Redding, CA  96001  

 
 

November 18, 2015 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
 ADOPTED 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by President MacFarland at 1:36 p.m.   
 
Members Present 
 Diane Gerard (arrived 1:50 p.m./departed at 4:05 p.m.) 
 Rhonda Hull 
 Sharon Hunter (departed at 2:35 p.m./arrived at 3:35 p.m.) 
 Steve MacFarland, President 
 Laura Manuel 
 William Stegall 
 Elizabeth “Buffy” Tanner, Vice-President (departed at 3:15 p.m.) 
 Luke Ackerman, Student Board Member 
 Parker Harrell, Student Board Member (departed at 5:20 p.m.) 
Administrators Present 
 Tom Armelino, Shasta County Superintendent of Schools 
 Judy Flores, Assistant Superintendent, Instructional Services 
 Adam Hillman, Associate Superintendent, Administrative Services 
Others Present 
 Robin Beeson, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent (Recording Secretary) 

(NOTE:  The following listed their name and representation on a sign-in sheet, there may have been others in 
attendance.  Those in attendance may have attended only a portion of the meeting.) 
Jodie VanOrnum, SCOE 
Melissa Freitas 
Rebecca Lewis, SCOE 
Kathy Barry, SCOE 
Jessica Mann 
Dan Ostrowski, SCOE 
Eric Casequin 
Dr. Jim Burger, SCOE 
De’An Chambless, SCOE 
Penny Bergstrom, Public and Planetarium 
James Alspach, SCOE 
Nate Fairchild, SCOE 
Vicki Smith, SCOE 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
President MacFarland led the Pledge of Allegiance. 



3. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA  
 

ACTION: Board Member Hull moved to approve the Regular Agenda as submitted. 
Board Member Hunter seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 
unanimously.  

 
4. STUDENT PRESENTATION  

4.1. Special Education           
Jodie VanOrnum, Executive Director of Student Programs, reported that because EXCEL had their 
Thanksgiving Feast scheduled for earlier in the day, students and staff were unable to attend the 
Board meeting, therefore, she had a video to share.  In addition, a student from the County Office 
Independent Study Charter School located at Shasta College and a student enrolled at the Pathways 
South program who are served by Angela McDonald, RSP Teacher, and were in attendance shared 
their background, services they receive in programs they are enrolled in, and their successes.  The 
Pathways South student is co-enrolled in the ROP Automotive program and is doing an internship 
at the County Office Transportation shop.   
 
5. HEARING OF PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD  
President MacFarland asked if there was anyone who wished to address the Board on items not on 
the agenda.  There were none. 
 
6. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  

6.1. Board: 
6.1.1. October 21, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 
6.1.2. Proposed Revisions to Board Bylaw 9100 – Organization  

6.2. Administrative Services: 
6.2.1. Credentials and Oaths for Temporary Certificates 

6.3. Instructional Services: 
6.3.1. Early Childhood Services California State Preschool Program (CSPP) Goals 

 and Objectives for 2015/16  
6.3.2. Addendum to Memorandum of Understanding Between Shasta County 

 Board of Education, Shasta County Superintendent of Schools, and Chrysalis 
 Charter School  

6.3.3. County School Attendance Review Board (SARB) Membership  
6.3.4. Administrative Regulation 0420 – Philosophy, Goals, Objectives and 

 Comprehensive Plans – School Plans/Site Councils (second read)  
6.3.5. Proposed Revisions to Administrative Regulation 5148.3 – Students – 

 Preschool/Early Childhood Education  
 
ACTION: Board Member Hull moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted. 
 Vice-President Tanner seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 

unanimously.  
 
7. INFORMATION  
Materials were provided in the Board Agenda packet for the following Information items, no 
discussion took place during the Board meeting unless otherwise noted below. 



7.1. Administrative Services: 
7.1.1. General Fund Board Report 
7.1.2. Quarterly Report on Requests from Community/Agency for Funding/ 

 In-Kind Services 
7.2. Instructional Services: 

7.2.1. Quarterly Report on Williams Uniform Complaints  
 
8. PRESENTATION 

8.1. Student Mental Health Policy Presentation by Graduated Anderson New 
Technology  High School Student  

Marc Dadigan, Community Education Specialist for Shasta County Health and Human Services 
Agency, explained that during the 2014-2015 school year four Anderson New Technology High 
School students, now graduates, researched mental health issues in Shasta County schools as part 
of the school’s Project Citizen assignment.  He shared that Board Member Hunter had seen the 
presentation at a Mental Minds Resource Fair and suggested the presentation be brought to the 
Board.  Jessica Mann was introduced and shared a Prezi reviewing the policy created by the 
students to address the mental health problems affecting local youth.  Discussion took place 
regarding mental health resources available to students.   
 
9. STUDENT PROGRAM UPDATE 

9.1. Special Education 
Executive Director VanOrnum, shared that Kathy Thompson, Director of Special Education, was 
attending an event at EXCEL Academy and unable to attend the meeting.  She referred to the 
information included in the agenda packet and reviewed EXCEL Academy, Early Intervention 
Program, Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Pathways Special Day Class, Resource Specialist Program, 
and Itinerant services provided by the County Office as well as enrollment and staffing data.  
Mental health support provided by Kings View staff and estimated costs per student were 
reviewed.  Executive Director VanOrnum encouraged the Board to visit the programs.   
 

9.2. Alternative Education 
Jim Burger, Director of Alternative Education, shared that he oversees Career Pathways to 
Success, Juvenile Court School, and the Shasta County Independent Study Charter School.  He 
reviewed the enrollment, staffing, and location of the various classes noting there is a lot of 
transiency in the programs resulting in the enrollment fluctuating.  A new location for the 
Pathways class located at ROP is being researched as the students are causing a disruption when 
transitioning between their ROP class and the Pathways class; it was reported students will 
continue to participate in ROP when the class moves.  Staffing at Juvenile Hall is a challenge as a 
result of the enrollment continually changing.  Discussion took place regarding when graduations 
are held for Alternative Education students.   
 
10. PROGRAM PROFILE  

10.1. K-2 STEM Grant  
Rebecca Lewis, Director of Educational Programs, shared a PowerPower included in the agenda 
packet on the Curiosity Magnified K-2 STEM Partnership a California Math and Science 
Partnership Grant.  The grant is in its first of three years, offered to schools in Shasta County, and 
a wonderful vehicle to provide professional development to teachers in the K-2 grade range that do 



not otherwise have many opportunities.  Work is done in conjunction with Reach Higher Shasta 
which allows data to be shared with the California Department of Education.  Goals, data on 
teacher participation, regional partners in the collaborative, core local partners, and the makeup of 
the leadership team was reviewed.  The science and math content focus over three years, program 
design, professional development components, lesson study concept and design, and Summer 
Institute results were shared.  Discussion took place regarding improved STEM education that 
takes place in K-2 classrooms as a result of the grant.  The Board was invited to attend any of the 
grant events. 
 
11. FACILITY/TECHNOLOGY QUARTERLY UPDATE  
Dan Ostrowski, Executive Director of Facilities, Maintenance and Operations, and Technology 
and Vicki Smith, Project Coordinator of Facilities, Maintenance and Operations, reported that R-
STEM will be installing a playground at the Oasis campus they now occupy, the new Maintenance 
Yard facility is being reconfigured to meet the needs of staff as they are moving in, and the Central 
Valley Preschool facility has officially been transferred to Gateway District with the agreement 
that if a need for a preschool arises in the next five years Gateway will provide a classroom.  The 
history of Renovation and Repair grants and projects they have funded at ECS sites was shared, it 
was noted this is the last year for these grants.  The Deferred Maintenance Plan included in the 
agenda packet was reviewed; the plan is a tool for plan projects and is updated regularly.  A 
snapshot of work orders was shared. 
 
Executive Director Ostrowski reported he was invited to be part of an interview by the California 
Legislative Staff Education Institute that included members of the LAO’s office and State 
representatives regarding technology where he and staff from districts were able to provide input.  
He also shared that with the PDC audio visual system being complete; inquiries have been 
received by districts on the equipment that staff have been responding to. 
 
12. STUDENT BOARD MEMBER REPORT 

• Luke Ackerman, Anderson New Technology High School 
Student Board Member Ackerman stated this is the time of year to give and reported on the events 
taking place in the community that his school is participating in as well as repurposing projects.  
Seniors are preparing for Project Citizen assignments, Student Board Member Ackerman’s project 
will be on student voters.  Many seniors are also in the process of applying to colleges.   
 
 Parker Harrell, Central Valley High School 

Student Board Member Harrell stated at the last Board meeting he shared that he was 1 of 12 
finalists for the State Board of Education Student Member position.  From here he was selected as 
1 of 6 who were interviewed by a State Board Committee.  There were 3 finalists that were 
selected to be interviewed by Governor Brown; however, he was not selected.  Student Board 
Member Harrell indicated that he was grateful for the experience and that he may have the 
opportunity to be the Region President for the California Association of School Councils; he is 
also looking forward to attending the Student Advisory Board on Legislation in Education 
conference. 
 
School activities include the conclusion of the football season and transition to basketball.  Holiday 
community events include a canned food drive and other opportunities to help families in need. 
 



Superintendent Armelino shared that he was able to attend the State Board of Education meeting 
where Student Board Member Parker and other applicants for the State Board of Education 
Student Board Member position presented.  As part of the process, applicants were required to 
identify a problem on their application and then address it during the interview process.  
Superintendent Armelino suggested this might be something the Board wants to incorporate in 
their application process in the future when selecting Student Board Members. 
 
13. BOARD BUSINESS 

13.1. Board Comments/Discussion/Reports/Correspondence 
Board Member Hull shared that she attended the EXCEL Thanksgiving feast and was impressed 
with the manners of the students. 
 
14. ACTION 

14.1. Instructional Services: 
14.1.1. PUBLIC HEARING to Receive Public Comment Regarding Proposed 

 General Waiver Request of California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 
 3043 (d) Reduction of Extended School Year Session from 20 to 15 Days 
 for Special Education Students   

President MacFarland opened the Public Hearing at 3:00 p.m.  Hearing no comments, the Public 
Hearing was closed at 3:01 p.m. 
 

14.1.2. Approval of Proposed General Waiver Request of California Code of 
 Regulations, Title 5, Section 3043 (d) Reduction of Extended School Year 
 Session from 20 to 15 Days for Special Education Students  

Executive Director VanOrnum shared that this waiver has come to the Board previously and 
allows the summer school program operated by the County Office for Special Education students 
to be operated four days per week opposed to five days.  The result is the days operated being 
approximately one hour per day longer and a cost savings.    
 
ACTION: Board Member Gerard moved to approve item 13.1.2 as submitted.  Vice- 

President Tanner seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.  
 

14.2. Board: 
14.2.1. Schedule Annual Organizational Meeting of the Board per Education Code 

 35143 
The Board set the date of the Annual Organizational Meeting for December 9, 2015 as part of the 
next regularly scheduled meeting.  
 
ACTION: Board Member Hull moved to approve the date of the Annual Organizational 

Meeting of the Board as December 9, 2015.  Board Member Stegall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed by majority vote as follows: 

 Shasta County Board of Education 
 AYES:  Hull, Hunter, MacFarland, Manuel, Stegall 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  Gerard, Tanner 



 Student Board Members 
 AYES:  Ackerman, Harrell 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  None 
 

14.2.2. Board Member Attendance at CCBE County Board Governance Training, 
 January 29- 30, 2016 at Sacramento Convention Center 

Superintendent Armelino shared that this is a new training offered by CCBE in conjunction with 
CSBA.  He noted that CCBE and CSBA are working together to provide policies and workshops 
that are more specific to County Boards.  Board Member Manual indicated she may be interested 
in attending.   
 
ACTION: Vice-President Tanner moved to approve up to two Board Members to attend the 

conference as stated in item 14.2.2.  Board Member Hunter seconded the motion.  
The motion passed by majority vote as follows: 

 
 Shasta County Board of Education 
 AYES:  Hull, Hunter, MacFarland, Manuel, Stegall 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  Gerard, Tanner 
 
 Student Board Members 
 AYES:  Ackerman, Harrell 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTENTIONS: None 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
15. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

15.1. Federal Advocacy Trip to Washington D.C. for ACSA 
Superintendent Armelino reported during this three day trip he and other ACSA representatives 
met with legislators, or their staff, on a variety of issues effecting education.  While they were 
there the Federal budget was approved, a new Speaker of the House spoke, and a press conference 
with the Secretary of Education on testing was held with discussions on ESEA taking place.   
 

15.2. Other Comments 
Superintendent Armelino reported that two expulsion appeal hearing requests have been received 
in his office, one missed the 30 day deadline, and there is a discrepancy on whether the second 
missed the deadline or not.  If it is determined an appeal hearing will be held, a Special meeting 
may be required.  
 
 
 
 
 



16. DISCUSSION  
16.1. Instructional Services: 

16.1.1. Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Tri-Annual Update 
Executive Director VanOrnum, indicated that the LCAP was approved by the Board in June, then 
submitted to the California Department of Education (CDE) with minor revisions suggested by a 
CDE consultant, and approved by CDE in August.  She referred to the information included in the 
agenda packet noting there is an LCAP for Alternative Education and another for the Independent 
Study Charter School; both will be refined as needed. 
 
Discussion took place regarding the impact of declining enrollment in Alternative Education.  Data 
included in the agenda packet was reviewed.  It was noted that Probation has received a new 
funding source for students who have mental health and addiction issues.  President MacFarland 
indicated he is on a committee that is looking into utilizing the funds.  
 

16.1.2. Educator Effectiveness Funding 
De’An Chambless, Director of Business Services, referred to the information included in the 
agenda packet while noting plans for the Educator Effectiveness program funds need to be shared 
at a public meeting and then brought to a subsequent meeting for approval. The information will be 
on the next Consent Agenda as an action item. 
 

16.1.3. Report/Discussion/Next Steps for Schreder Planetarium  
Nate Fairchild, Science Coordinator, referred to information in the agenda packet that included 
responses to questions from previous Board meetings.  One of the concerns was if the current 
perforated dome in the Planetarium would work with new equipment, it was determined that a 
perforated dome is customary and will work. Contact was made with three vendors and it was 
determined there is no benefit to switching to a different system and that the vendors do not lease 
equipment.  If it is decided to purchase new equipment from Evans and Sutherland, there is no fee 
for upgrading the licensed shows that are currently being shown.   
 
It was questioned what the shelf life of new equipment is and if there are used projectors available.  
Coordinator Fairchild responded that the shelf life was not discussed with the vendors, but the 
current equipment is 12 years old, it is not known at this time if there are used projectors available.    
 
Two instructors at Shasta College were contacted to determine the use by their students.  The 
professors indicated that they assign extra credit to their students who attend a public show at the 
Planetarium.   
 
Discussion took place regarding the cost of new equipment.  Coordinator Fairchild indicated the 
cost varies from low-end projectors at approximately $120,000 to high-end projectors at 
approximately $410,000.  The recommended system that would offer a quality experience to 
students and the community would cost $362,350 which does not include installation.  
 
Board President MacFarland opened the meeting to comments from the audience.  Eric Casequin 
indicated he recently attended the Planetarium for the first time and it had an impact on him.  He 
shared that he organized the Redding Area Designers and Developers (RADD) group that is 
offering their services to create a video and other resources for the Planetarium to help promote it.  



He passed out his business card with contact information and indicated the group is available to 
provide assistance.     
   
Superintendent Armelino referred to the survey results included in the agenda packet and provided 
a handout with the comments tallied.  He noted the survey was sent to all schools in Shasta County 
and 123 individuals responded.  Discussion took place regarding the results, it was noted that less 
than 1% of the student population in the county attends the Planetarium and that the reason for not 
attending the Planetarium or Whiskeytown Environmental School was either because of a lack of 
available funds or because they were not aware the programs exist.  Some responses indicated that 
the curriculum is focused on younger grades and not applicable for middle or high school students.  
Comment was made that the survey responses were scattered and did not provide clear direction.      
 
Superintendent Armelino shared that he was recently interviewed by Jefferson Radio regarding the 
Planetarium; the interview resulted in only one call.  He added that the average cost per person to 
provide a show is $17; the amount charged is $7 which results in a $10 loss.  These figures are 
based on limited staff, if attendance were to increase; staff time would have to be increased as well 
resulting in higher costs to offer shows. 
 
Discussion took place regarding how the Planetarium provides a unique educational experience for 
students.  Comment was made that education is never a break-even prospect and that the best use 
of money needs to be taken into consideration.  Further discussion took place regarding how the 
Planetarium previously had a Director who was enthusiastic and drew students in, yet a decrease to 
education funding resulted in an attendance decline. It was also noted that when there was a full-
time Director, the impact on the General Fund was even higher than currently. 
 
Concern was expressed if the Planetarium were closed it would pull a resource that would support 
STEM and the Next Generation Science Standards.  Coordinator Fairchild explained that the 
uniqueness of the Planetarium is how it puts expression into students’ faces.  He indicated that the 
Next Generation Science Standards goes nicely with Common Core as it gets students engaged 
with content; to get the Planetarium to do this would take a lot of work.  The wow factor does not 
happen when students sit and watch a Planetarium show, it happens when they are engaged.    
 
The Board expressed interest in knowing what the cost would be to dismantle the Planetarium 
should this be a recommendation.  Superintendent Armelino indicated the best idea is to partner 
with Turtle Bay Exploration Park to develop a STEM Center that would be based on an interactive 
experience as the size of the current Planetarium facility will not accommodate this.  
Conversations with Turtle Bay are on hold as they are focusing on their new hotel.  Comment was 
made that in previous conversations, Turtle Bay administration’s perspective is that the STEM 
Center would need to make money if it were going to work. 
   
Superintendent Armelino indicated that options include closing the Planetarium, continue 
operating it as is until the equipment is no longer operable, purchase new equipment and continue 
with limited staff/attendance, or purchase new equipment and increase marketing to try and 
increase attendance.  He added that the cost last year to operate the Planetarium was nearly 
$40,000 and that the Board needs to determine how much they are willing to invest, how 
comfortable they are with the limited number of students served, and what will be done if the 



equipment breaks before a decision is made.  When Superintendent Armelino inquired of the 
district superintendents what their interests are, they responded that they want costs reduced for 
services provided by the County Office to their students and professional development.   
It was noted there are funds in the budget this year to continue operating the Planetarium as is, but 
there are no guarantees how long the equipment will continue to operate.  Coordinator Fairchild 
indicated there are shows scheduled through June 2016.  Board President MacFarland stated there 
was prior consensus amongst the Board to continue with shows until a decision is reached noting 
that discussions will continue at future Board meetings.  
 
Board Member Manuel suggested reaching out to the community to develop partnerships noting 
that the National Park Service expressed interest when she contacted them.  She stated that the 
survey results indicate that some do not even know the Planetarium exists and that if it were more 
visible, it would be more of a part of the community.  Embracing forward thinking was encouraged 
as well as reaching out to the person who offered free services.   
 
After discussion, it was agreed that further discussion will take place at the February Board 
meeting with action taken at the March meeting.  Superintendent Armelino will prepare options 
that will be included in the agenda packets; however, he will not include a recommendation as he 
has already made his recommendation to the Board.  
 

16.1.4. Board Policy 5148.3 – Students – Preschool/Early Childhood Education (first 
 read) 

Kathy Barry, Executive Director of Early Childhood Services, stated she was in attendance to 
respond to any questions; there were none. 
 

16.1.5. Proposed Revisions to Board Policy 6163.4 – Instruction – Student Use of 
 Technology (first read)   

Executive Director VanOrnum was available to respond to questions; there were none.   
 

16.1.6. Deletion of Administration Regulation 6163.4 – Instruction – Student Use of 
 Technology (first read)  

Executive Director VanOrnum explained that CSBA has recommended the deletion of this 
Administrative Regulation that will be replaced with the following Exhibit that will be used for 
parent notification/permission.   
 

16.1.7. Exhibit 6163.4 – Instruction – Student Use of Technology (first read) 
As stated above, this Exhibit will replace the Administrative Regulation. 
 
17. SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
There were none. 
 
18. REMINDERS/UPCOMING EVENTS 
•November 18, 2015, 10:00-11:00 a.m. – SWAG Meeting in Maple Room at SCOE 
•November 18, 2015, 11:45 a.m. – Thanksgiving Feast at EXCEL 
•November 18, 2015, 1:00-3:00 p.m. – ECS Leadership Advisory Council at ECS Conference Room 
•November 20, 2015, 1:00-3:00 p.m. – Parent Q&A/Open House at Pathways North/South/ROP 
 



19. NEXT MEETING – December 9, 2015 at Shasta County Office of Education, 1644 Magnolia 
Ave., Redding, CA  96001 
• 11:15 a.m. – Board Group Photo   
• 11:30 a.m. – Board Lunch 
• 12:00 p.m. – Shasta County Committee on School District Organization Annual Organizational Meeting 
• 12:15 p.m. – Student Benefit Foundation Annual Organizational Meeting 
• 12:30 p.m. – Board Budget Study Session 
• 1:30 p.m. – Regular/Annual Organizational Meeting of the Board  
 
It was agreed that the group photo for the holiday e-card will be moved to 1:15 p.m. so the Student 
Board Members can be included.  This will result in the prior meetings being moved up 15 
minutes.   
 
20. ADJOURN 
President MacFarland adjourned the meeting at 5:56 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Tom Armelino, Shasta County Superintendent of Schools 
     Ex-Officio Secretary to the Board 
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