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The decisive event in the early history of California was the discovery of gold.  James Marshall, Captain 
John Sutter’s millwright, made the first discovery January 24, 1848 at Sutter’s Mill at Coloma on the 
American River.  Major Pierson B. Reading, Shasta County’s pioneer and first settler, made the second 
discovery March 18, 1848 on Clear Creek about 7 miles downstream from this camp, at the site where 
Horsetown later developed. 

The following year, 1849, was the year of the great Gold Rush.  Thousands of men came to mine in the 
gold bearing areas of California, including along Clear Creek.  This camp area was the site of extensive 
placer mining operations by pan, rocker and sluice box.  Later the brothers Paige, Charles and Harry, 
worked here for a number of years.  The bar beside the creek is called Paige Bar, and the creek just 
north of the mess hall Paige Boulder Creek.  Harry Paige, incidentally, was one of the three men who, 
the day after the Ruggles stage robbery of 1892, captured the wounded robber Charles Ruggles.   

Where the camp lawn is now was a farm to feed the local miners.  It was operated for many years by 
Nate Dickey, who had married a daughter of pioneer stage driver John Craddock.  Clear Creek at this 
spot could be forded by wagons, and the crossing was called Dickey’s Ford.  For the convenience of foot 
passengers a suspension bridge was swung from a cable and the visible steps across the creek from the 
camp let to the east end of that bridge.  A row of ancient apple trees planted by Mr. Dickey still survives 
just below the lawn. 

The miners planted black figs for obvious reasons.  One of these figs survives behind the upper office.  
The reasons for planting the black locusts along the lawn are less obvious.  These trees have a very 
tough wood.  Their shoots were used for pick handles, axe handles, fence posts, all very useful to the 
miners. 

In later years the camp site was owned for two generations by a well-to-do family from the Bay Area, 
who pastured their horses where the lawn is now. 

Then the property was purchased by the North Valley Baptist Church, who used it as a summer camp for 
their youngsters.  The Church built the existing cabins as open sided cabins, and also the mess hall 
facility. 

Between 1954 and 1962 the United States government built Whiskeytown Dam and created the lake, 
and then established around it a National Recreation Area.  They bought out the private enclaves in the 
Recreation Area, including this camp.   

The late Mr. Mitchell, the first U.S. Superintendent, Mr. Darby, approved, and the camp was opened in 
1971, 23 years ago.  Since then some 35000 student have camped here. 

Higher on Paige Boulder Creek are visible traces of mining operations probably conducted by Chinese 
miners in the 1860’s.  Across the creek and farther to the east is the trace of the great Clear Creek Ditch 
of 1855, built over a total length of 43 miles to supply water to the placer mines. 


