
Name 3 qualities of an 
exemplary vocal 
performer



Does he meet your 
requirements for an 

exemplary performance ? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GCCarliOcuI


➢ Pass out the article 
“Writing Assessment in 
Six Lessons-- from 
‘American Idol’ “

➢ Would Geo Godley have 
“passed” your 
assessment?

➢ What are the positives of 
a rubric?  



Jigsaw Strategy
. . . kind of

➢ Distribute article
○ We all will read first 2 pages together 
○ Stop at Lesson #1

○ Read on your own the Lesson(s) that 
correspond to your Focus Group

Group 1:  Read Lesson #1 and Lesson #6 

Group 2: Read Lesson #2

Group 3: Read Lesson #3

Group 4: Read Lesson #4

Group 5: Read Lesson #5
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Count off by Five

➢ You will read and discuss your assigned LESSON
○ On your group’s slide you will:

■ Bullet 3-5 most important ideas 
from the lesson

■ Reactions to the lesson:
● Questions, Connections, 

Comments
● You are welcome to be creative



Lesson #1 
Multiple performances provide many ways to 
demonstrate quality and growth.

Main Points of the article

➢ Multiple opportunities for performance
➢ Performance not just for grading
➢ Different audiences 
➢ Different groupings

Questions/Connections/Comments

➢ How do we provide students with 
opportunities to have their work assessed 
with different audiences and groupings?

➢ How do we change the mindsets of 
teachers who grade every assessment?

➢ How do we get away from a disciplinary 
tool or a single snapshot in time?



Lesson #2
There is no proxy for expert knowledge.

Main Points of the article

➢ Evaluation Feedback is Subjective
➢ Collaboration is open and honest
➢ Value expert judgment ???
➢ Final decision is collectively acted upon

Questions/Connections/Comments

➢ Expert knowledge can be subjective



Lesson #3
The construct being measured must be 
clearly defined.

Main Points of the article

➢ Clearly define what is being measured
➢ Get rid of extraneous factors
➢ Purpose needs to be clear
➢ We need to be explicit about what we are 

trying to measure (The Voice vs. AI)

Questions/Connections/Comments

➢ RAFTS (Role, Audience, Topic, Strong 
Verb)

➢ How does the purpose change with each 
assignment?

➢ How do we make students 
aware/conscious of purpose?



Lesson #4
Consistency is best achieved through 
dialogue.

Main Points of the article

➢ Objectivity 
➢ Eliminating subjectivity leads to greater 

consistency
➢ Expert judgement is not always reliable
➢ Reliability through hermeneutic model 

which embraces richness, debate and 
consensus

Questions/Connections/Comments

➢ How do you design a rubric that isn’t 
subjective yet valid?

➢ How do you teach objectivity?



Lesson #5
Real audiences matter.

Main Points of the article

➢ Real audiences matter
➢ Meaning of text is created by the 

interaction between the reader and the 
text

➢ Therefore, computers can never be relied 
upon to accurately score writing.  

Questions/Connections/Comments

➢ Teachers:  How can I design authentic 
writing assignments/assessments that 
afford for real, authentic audiences?



Lesson #6
Attend to consequences.

Main Points of the article

➢ We can learn a lesson from “reality 
television” about rectifying problems 
quickly 

➢ Reality television quickly rectifies 
problems vs. schools continue 
problematic practices
○ Policy problem and poor design choices

➢ Classroom assessment practices research 
is virtually nonexistent

Questions/Connections/Comments

➢ Lessons from reality t.v.-Formative 
assessment is key and adjust on the fly 

➢ How do change practices quickly in a 
bureaucratic model?

➢ How do we find a producer, a director, a 
sound person, an editor, a make-up artist, 
a costume person, etc.? How do we build 
capacity?

➢ Why haven’t University Teacher Education 
Programs researched classroom 
assessment practices?


